9 2 e Overcall at the Two-Level

Published on Page 20 of the Trail Daily Times, June 12, 2012

a J104932

v 10

& K2

& (0852
P N A KETAY
v (5432 N. W1
s RS3 ST e Al
& kI3 3 & ATHY

a AQ

¥ AKOETG

# 1975

& 10

W M E 5
I 2%
P P Dbl All Pass

—-Mone Vulnerahle--

The bidding:

East opens a twelve-point hand that some may just pass. It is not even a good bid in terms of lead
direction because the suit is king empty. The only benefit is that partner may be able to compete with
spade support. South, with fourteen points and a good six-card suit, overcalls at the two-level. West
and North have no bids and pass. East doubles to keep the auction open and West passes, converting
the takeout double to penalty.

The contract: Two Hearts by South, doubled

The opening lead: The five of spades

A singleton in partner's suit is the best lead and is a good reason the double was converted to penalty.

The play:



Declarer wins the ace of spades and draws three rounds of trump. West wins the third trump with the
qgueen and plays a small club. East wins the ace and gives partner a ruff. West exits his last trump. Now
declarer has to play diamonds himself and will lose three diamonds, one club, and two hearts for down

one.

The result: Two Hearts doubled down one for -100.

Notes:

- One hundred points are probably not what East and West were hoping for, but still should be a good
board where nothing is sitting right.

-South makes a reasonable two-level overcall. However, the cards are not sitting favourably.

-Had East passed, South would probably end up playing two hearts undoubled for -50.



